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Keynote Speaker:

Michele Roberts, RN, MSN, FAB

VP of Patient Care Services at LVH-H  

Michele Roberts, RN, MSN, FAB is the Vice President of Patient Care Services at Lehigh 
Valley Hospital – Hazleton (LVH-H). She is responsible for the operational leadership 
and management of the 150 bed acute care hospital in Hazleton.  Michele works closely 
with her colleagues at the Lehigh Valley Health Network (LVHN), to provide our patients 
with an excellent care experience.  Her strong partnership with LVH-H’s quality leader, has 
led to improving the hospital’s quality scores from a Leap Frog C to a Leap Frog A. Michele 
has integrated many of the Patient Care Services recruitment initiatives, including LVH-H’s 
graduate nurses participating in the Nurse Residency Program.  

Michele holds an A.S in Business from Camden County Community College, a B.S.N. from the 
College of New Jersey, and a M.S.N from Drexel University.  She has also completed a Leader 
Intensive Fellowship with the Advisory Board.

Prior to becoming the Vice President of Patient Care Services, Michele’s 22 years of 
experience includes Operating Room (OR) staff RN, progressive OR leadership positions, 
and perioperative project manager consulting.  Through her work at LVH-H, Michele has 
advanced her leadership scope to include inpatient nursing, Critical Care, Emergency 
Room, Family Newborn Center, Respiratory as well as the Perioperative Department.  
Michele has presented nationally, and holds memberships in professional nursing 
organizations.



Panelists



Denise Colangelo-Gerenza, MS, CC/SLP 

Denise is a Speech-Language Pathologist and was born and raised in Hazleton and is a graduate of 
Bishop Hafey High School. She was inspired to become a speech therapist after her best friend suffered 
a stroke in the spring of her senior year in high school. 

Denise received a Bachelor of Science degree in Communication Disorders from Kutztown University and 
a Master of Science degree in Speech-Language Pathology from Bloomsburg University. She completed 
her Clinical Fellowship Year (CFY) at Hillcrest Head Injury Center in Milford, PA and has worked in various 
in-patient and out-patient settings with adults and children over the years. 

Denise was Assistant Director of the speech department at Pocono Medical Center (currently Lehigh 
Valley Pocono) while providing out-patient and in-patient therapy to children and adults. She also 
worked as a part-time staff speech therapist at Brookmont Nursing Center and VNA Home Care providing 
speech therapy to the geriatric population; Pocono Speech Center providing out-patient speech therapy 
to adults and children; and United Healthcare Services providing in-home speech therapy and Early 
Intervention and speech therapy to students who attend Cyber School.

Denise is currently working as a Per Diem speech therapist at St. Luke’s VNA providing speech therapy to 
homebound adults. She lives in Stroudsburg with her husband Tony and two daughters, Kayla and 
Amanda.

Contact Info: tdkagerenza@verizon.net

mailto:tdkagerenza@verizon.net


Cosima Wiese, PhD

Dr. Wiese is a Professor of Biology at Misericordia University in Dallas, PA. She 

earned her MSc and PhD in Plant Pathology at the Pennsylvania State University. 

Dr. Wiese teaches a variety of courses for biology majors and non-majors, 

including Environmental Biology, Introduction to Environmental Science, Plant 

Physiology, and Biological Interactions. Her research interests include studying 

the effects of heavy metal pollution on photosynthesis and growth in aquatic 

plants and conducting water quality measurements in lakes and streams in 

northeast PA.

Contact Info:  cwiese@misericordia.edu

mailto:cwiese@misericordia.edu


Lori Girvan, PG

Lori is a Senior Project Manager, Environmental Consulting at Barry Isett & Associates.

She has a B.S., Environmental Science from Wilkes University as well as a B.S. in  Geology from Bloomsburg 
University.

Quote from Lori:

“I always liked earth sciences when I was in middle school and high school. I started my freshman year of 
college “undecided” because I didn’t know what I could do with earth sciences. I remember a specific 
discussion with the college career counselor where I told her I wanted to do site assessments. She said I 
should check out the Earth and Environmental Science degree. After obtaining that degree and working as 
an environmental consultant for several years doing environmental site assessments for commercial 
properties, I came to see how important the geology of a site was—both to site development and in the 
remediation of contaminated sites. So, I went back to school and earned a degree in Geology and took the 
state exam for the Professional Geologist license. Now I work as a Senior Project Manager advising clients 
about the environmental risks of commercial properties they wish to purchase and I also oversee the 
cleanup of contaminated properties so they could be brought back to productive use.”

Contact Info:  lgirvan@barryisett.com

mailto:lgirvan@barryisett.com


Susan Wallace

Susan Wallace is a Certified Surgical Technologist at Lehigh Valley Health Network -
Hazleton. She is 55 years old and lives in Dallas, PA and has been commuting to work 
at the LVH-H since 1997.  Sue can honestly say that she enjoys her job very much.

Prior to becoming a Certified Surgical Technologist, Sue worked in a grocery store 
called Bargains Galore for about 16 years. She’s only had two (2) jobs in her life; the 
store and now Lehigh Valley Health Network-Hazleton!

When Susan isn’t working, she enjoys photography and traveling around the world via 
iFit on her treadmill. She has been married since 1999 and has two (2) Occicats.

Contact Info: Please send a text to Susan at  (570) 371 2223.



Noelle Pula

Noelle is a Physical therapist at Gunderson Rehabilitation Center. She has been 
with Lehigh Valley Health Network since 2019. Everyday responsibilities include 
performing physical therapy evaluation and treatments, providing quality care to 
patients, interdisciplinary collaboration and patient education.

Noelle has a bachelor’s degree in exercise science from West Chester University 
of Pennsylvania. Additionally, Noelle has her Doctorate degree in Physical 
Therapy from Drexel University. Noelle lives in Easton, PA where she enjoys 
spending time with her husband and two dogs.

Contact Info: noelle.pula@lvhn.org

mailto:noelle.pula@lvhn.org


Spotlight Sponsor:

Barry Isett & Associates


